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The first Earth Youth Summit was held online and in the Keihoku region of Kyoto (Owl
Keihoku) on 21-23 March 2023. Despite less than a month&#39;s recruitment, participation
included around 200 young people, mainly high school students, from more than 15
different countries. Japanese participants came from all over Japan, from Hokkaido to the
Chugoku and Shikoku regions.

The Youth Summit aims to convene for the G7 in Hiroshima, the Environment and Energy
Ministerial Meeting in Sapporo, the G20 in India in autumn, and the 2025 Osaka—Kansai
Expo. The catchphrase &quot;Are You Sum?&quot; is a word—play of Earth Youth Summit,
and the word “Sum” is a reference to harmony and peace in Japanese. Summits are
supposed to be a place for the apex elite to discuss things, but we want to make our Earth
Youth Summit a place where everyone can talk to each other in peace and harmony.

The six main themes for discussion were Carbon Neutrality, Resource Circulation,
Biodiversity, Diversity, the SDGs and sustainability, and sustainable living. The leaders
were recruited and desired themes surveyed in advance, and the participants were
presented with preliminary learning materials before the day of the event.

At the beginning of the program, Prof. Shinichi Sakai (Professor Emeritus, Kyoto
University, Kyoto Institute of Advanced Technology) gave a message of encouragement.
This was followed by a time for dialogue with Deputy Governor Akimasa Yamashita of
Kyoto Prefecture, the co—organizer of the program, to deepen their thoughts on
sustainability. The discussion started off with an ice—breaking and other activities. During
the three days’
Environment Japan and messages given by researchers from India and Ukraine.

At the beginning, some participants were at a loss to participate in English, but after some
encouragement from international students and working adults, they were able to actively
take part in the discussion.

Our aim was to hold a deep discussion at the first Earth Youth Summit and we are
planning to move on to proposals and actions at the future summits.
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